Loved Ones,

You cannot turn on your television, listen to the radio, or check Twitter or Facebook without being bombarded with the images and stories coming out of the country of Japan. The death toll rises daily; the potential nuclear disaster threat rises and falls throughout the day; and the recovery efforts from the devastating earthquake and tsunami could not come fast enough. Relief organizations from across the globe are rushing to Japan to help.

But, who will help the church? 
Churches Helping Churches (CHC) will. CHC is going to Japan to aid in the relief efforts in the wake of the March 11 magnitude 9.0 earthquake and subsequent tsunami.
CHC is partnering with a local organization called CRASH Japan, which is made up of Japanese missionaries and churches who know each other and know Japan. They are one of the most centralized efforts in the country, and they are getting the job done. No matter whom Thomas Kim, Executive Director of CHC, speaks with in Japan, it always ends up coming back to CRASH. That’s why we are going to work with them.
CHC had the privilege of sponsoring the four church assessment teams that went out earlier this week, whose reports we’ll be able to share with you this weekend. Right now, a team of 20 is leaving from CRASH headquarters to establish a base camp near Sendai, four days ahead of schedule, to distribute relief supplies to the community.

Thomas Kim is taking a small assessment and media team into Japan this weekend. They want to identify churches and local partners CHC will support; assess channels for workers to get involved; and capture the stories of affected church communities and bring them back to us.
What can you do?
Please pray and ask God what He wants you to do for the church in Japan. And come ready to give to Churches Helping Churches this weekend, March 19-20. Believe it or not, churches in Haiti are participating as well. CHC is coming full circle as the churches who were helped are now helping.

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” Galatians 6:10
This is our time to help the church in Japan. Prayerfully consider what you can give and come ready this weekend.

Praying for the church in Japan,

Pastor James
